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Original publisher: Carlisle, PA: Strategic Studies Institute, U. S. Army War College, 2007 OCLC Number:
(0CoL()122930322 Subject: Caucasus -- Strategic aspects. Excerpt: . . . For many observers, the horrific nature
of the violence reflected as badly on the callousness or ineptness of the Russian authorities as it did on the
perpetrators. Representatives of the Chechen independence movement abroad were quick to condemn the
atrocity, but also to assert that the real responsibility lay with Russia and the long campaign of terrorist
repression directed against a legitimate 10 national liberation struggle. A good deal of international
commentary, as well as Russian critiques reflecting the perspective of the political opposition 11 to Putin,
echoed that judgment. The death of elected Chechen president Aslan Maskhadov as the result of a raid by
Russian Special Forces on March 8, 2005, seemed to drive the dynamic of conflict even further 12 into a dead
end. Maskhadov was viewed widely as a legitimate leader and the only available interlocutor 13 capable of
working toward a negotiated solution. Following his death, the terrorist Basaev assumed sole leadership of the
Chechen independence movement - 14 a man with whom negotiation was impossible. The appearance of stall
was misleading to some extent. In retrospect, the Beslan assault appears more like an act of desperation by a
flagging movement at the end of its tether than the beginning of a new and robust wave of terror. Russias
counterinsurgency campaign in Chechnya has been brutal and protracted, but not entirely unsuccessful. The
ability of the Chechen resistance to mobilize the population and stage large-scale military reprisals has been
shattered. Russia pays a price in blood and treasure for its occupation, but it has not been forced...
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