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Government William J. Coombs, author of the constructive
suggestions contained in this paper, is a publicist who for
decades has held high national rank. He achieved much during
two successive congressional terms; and, appointed by
President Cleveland, as Government Director of the Union
Pacific Railroad, he brought out of a complication (almost
universally regarded as unsolvable) a solution that gave him
eminence both as a financier and diplomat - realizing for the
United States Government upwards of $125,000,000 from
claims thitherto appraised as virtually valueless. In other
activities he has won similar triumphs. And into the present
paper he puts the seasoned results of study and devoted labor
covering decades on decades. Mr. Coombs - still alertly active
in business - is President of one of the prominent Savings
Banks of Greater New York, in close touch with every public
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