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FROM MILTON TO JOHNSON

Rarebooksclub.com, United States, 2012. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 246 x 189 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text.
Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1903 edition. Excerpt: .embroidered with ornament of dainty phraseology, anxious to
secure harmony and yet to surprise the fancy. The style of ShaDesbury glitters and rings, proceeding along in a
capricious, almost mincing eEort to secure elegance, with a sort of colourless euphuism, which is desultory and
a little irritating indeed, yet so curious that one marvels that it should have fallen completely into neglect. He is
the father of aestheticism, the first Englishman who developed theories of formal virtue, who attempted to
harmonise the beautiful with the true and the good. His delicate, Palladian style, in which a certain external
stiEness and frigidity seem to be holding down a spirit eager to express the passion of beauty, is a very
interesting feature of the period to which we have now arrived. The modern attitude of mind seems to meet us
first in the graceful, cosmopolitan writings of ShaDesbury, and his genius, like a faint perfume, pervades the
contemplation of the arts down to our own day. Without a ShaDesbury there would hardly have been a Ruskin
or a Pater. Anthony Ashley Cooper, third Earl of ShaDesbury (1671-1713), was the Anthony son of the second
Earl and his wife, Lady Dorothy Manners. It is more interesting Cooper that he was the grandson of the famous
Lord Chancellor, whose brilliant and tragical (1671-1713) career came to an end in exile in 1683. The second Earl
was a young man of very poor physique and intelligence, born, as Dryden said,...
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