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*****.Today, Europe is facing a political crisis because it has
not solved a double dilemma. The first one is institutional and
concerns the frontiers of the Union and thus the number of
potential regions. The second one is economic, and makes it
necessary to choose between, on the one hand, the need to
strengthen the European growth poles (especially the
metropolitan regions) in order to compete successfully with the
Triad and the Asiatic countries and, on the other, the
obligation to ensure harmonious development and to
distribute the structural funds more evenly or even to
concentrate them in the Eastern countries and the less
favoured regions characterized by atonic growth. In other
words, the choice facing the European Commission reflects the
crucial dilemma between size and integration and between
equity and growth. In terms of territorial prospective and
management, four main scenarios must be compared and
their impacts must be estimated: the strengthening of
concentration, the diffused metropolization, the increase of
regional inequalities and the polycentrism. This is the main
reason why the question...
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